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Demographic Trends & Enrollment Projections

● Dr. John D. Kasarda, Consulting Demographer

● Completed in January 2022; Last completed December 2018

● leading researchers and commentators on urban economic development, job creation and demographics in the United 
States

● professor at UNC's Kenan-Flagler Business School where he also directs its Center for Air Commerce

● Dr. Kasarda has conducted more than 250 demographic studies and enrollment projections for Chicago suburban 
school districts during the past 40 years. He is frequently referred to as “the Dean of School District Demographers.”

● Dr. Kasarda received his B.S. and M.B.A. (with Distinction) from Cornell University and his Ph.D. from the University of 
North Carolina.
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Scope of Work

● Dr. John D. Kasarda, Consulting Demographer

● Examination of the most recent demographic and housing trends

● Assessment of 
○ future new housing development, 
○ housing turnover, and 
○ family in-migration

● Forecasts of population and household growth to the year 2040

● Assessment of annual enrollment growth and/or decline as a whole and for each school since at least 2000

● Reasons for enrollment growth and/or decline

● Computation and assessment of migration/retention and transfer of students, by year and by grade, between 
2000–01 and 2021–22

● Three series of enrollment projections, by year and by grade through 2031–32 for whole district and middle schools, 
and through 2026–27 for the seven individual elementary schools Page #3



Demographic History

● Residential development patterns

● Demographic dynamics underlying historical 
enrollment changes since last study in 
December 2018

● Assess annual enrollment changes since 1990
○ Analyze migration/transfer patterns
○ Other sources of these enrollment 

changes in light of most recent data

● Factors to consider
○ new housing developments,
○ housing turnover, & 
○ other factors impacting family 

in-migration patterns

● FINALLY - project future enrollment
○ Elementary 2026-27
○ Middle School 2031-32
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Demographic History

● Three series enrollment projections

● Based on different assumptions
○ Future fertility rates
○ New housing developments
○ Housing turnover
○ Family migration to D25

● Forecast by grade and year
○ A - minimum number of students
○ B - most likely number of students to be expected
○ C - maximum number of students that can possibly be foreseen
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Overview of District 25

● Approximately 10 square miles
○ Arlington Heights
○ Small portion of Mount 

Prospect
○ One block of Rolling 

Meadows

● Primarily residential, mostly 
developed

● Currently serving 5,158 students 
2021-2022 school year
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Housing & Population Trends

● Significant growth after World War II

● 1950’s population = 8,768
○ Moderately priced single 

family homes

● 1960’s population = 27,878

● 1970’s population = 66,884
○ Multi-family units
○ Community aging

● By 1990’s most of District was built 
out

Page #7



Housing Trends & Student Migration

● 1957 - 3,008 students

● 1967 - 10,036 students

● 1986 - 3,711 students
○ Declining mortgage interest rates
○ Growing housing turnover to young 

families

● 1990 - 3,949 students

● 2000 - 4,759 students

● Largest drop since 2000
○ 2019 - 5,399 students
○ 2020 - 5,200 students **COVID 

impact**
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Housing Trends & Student Migration
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Determinants of Enrollment Change

● School districts are open demographic systems whose growth, stability, or decline is 
affected by two factors:

○ Factor 1:
■ Difference between the size of the Kindergarten class that enters in 

August & size of the previous June’s graduating 8th grade class

○ Factor 2:
■ Net migration/transfer of school-age children in the district as the 

progress through the grades over the years
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Grade by Grade & Year by Year

Factor 1:

Difference between the size of the 
Kindergarten class that enters in August & 
size of the previous June’s graduating 8th 
grade class
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Annual Total Enrollment Changes

Factor 2:

Net migration/transfer of school-age children in the district as the progress 
through the grades over the years

● With the exception of COVID impact in fall 2020
○ Past 28 years 

■ positive net student in-migration & transfer
○ Since 2011

■ 1,292 more students migrated in to D25 or 
transferred than moved out

● Between 2011 - 2017 
○ student migration/transfer considerably exceeded District 

enrollment losses from larger graduating 8th grade classes 
compared to entering Kindergarten classes 

○ resulting in consistent annual growth in total enrollment 
during the 2011 - 2018 years.
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Net Migration/Transfer Grade by Grade

● EXAMPLE of 
Migration/Transfer…

● 2020 to 21
○ From Kindergarten 

to 1st Grade
○ 82 new students 

enrolled

● Kindergarten Enrollment 
2020-2021 = 475

● 1st Grade Enrollment 
2021-2022 = 557

○ 82 more students 
enrolled from 
Kindergarten to 
First grade the 
following year
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Individual School Data

● Tables include

○ TABLE 1
■ Enrollment history

○ TABLE 2
■ Enrollment change

● Change to total enrollment
● Entering K vs. Exiting 5
● Net Annual Migration Transfer

○ Table 3
■ Net annual student migration/transfer from one 

grade to the next
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Dryden
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Dryden

● Fairly stable

● Consistent positive net 
student 
migration/transfer
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Greenbrier
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Greenbrier

● Fairly stable

● Small net student out 
migration/transfer

Page #18



Ivy Hill
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Ivy Hill

● Considerable enrollment drop past 4 years

● Major decline in kindergarten enrollment

● Significant net negative student 
migration/transfer

● Traditionally the elementary building with 
highest mobility in D25

● Asian (Indian) population decline
○ 2011 - 50.3%
○ 2021 - 40.7%
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Olive-Mary Stitt
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Olive-Mary Stitt

● Solid positive net student 
migration/transfer with the exception 
of COVID years
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Patton
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Patton

● Modest enrollment decline in recent years

● Student migration/transfer has remained 
positive
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Westgate
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Westgate

● Consistent, yet slight, increase

● Three year trend increase in kindergarten 
enrollment 
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Windsor
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Windsor

● Significant declines in enrollment during the 
past 2 years

● Drop attributed to smaller entering 
Kindergarten classes compared to graduating 
5th grade classes

● Net negative student migration/transfer
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South Middle School

Stable 
for last 
3 years
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Thomas Middle School

Risen 
slightly 
over 
the last 
3 years
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Enrollment Future of D25

● QUESTIONS
○ What will happen over the next 10 years?
○ Will the overall enrollment declines the last three years cease?

■ If so, when and at what level will the turnaround occur?
■ Which grades will be impacted most?
■ Which schools will be impacted most?

● ANALYSIS 
○ brings together… 

■ births rate for AH area
■ trends in Kindergarten enrollment
■ housing turnover
■ student migration/transfer patterns
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Enrollment Future of D25

● Projecting Enrollment
○ Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)
○ AH population between 2020 - 2030 = growth by 4,765
○ Two sets of interrelated factors

■ FACTOR 1:
● Changing racial/ethnic compositions of District residents

○ Dr. Kasarda anticipates fertility rates remain near existing levels (through 2026)
■ FACTOR 2:

● Net student in-migration resulting from new housing development in the District and turnover development likely to have a 
minimal impact

○ Anticipated townhouse and apartment construction in the Westgate and Windsor attendance areas
○ Windsor may also see 17 single family units constructed in 2022
○ Future student migration patterns will vary substantially, predicated on the degree of housing turnover, driven by 

economic conditions and mortgage interest rates
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Enrollment Future of D25

● Enrollment projections
○ by year and grade for District as a whole and South & Thomas through 2031-32
○ Elementary schools by year and grade through 2026-27

● The future kindergarten estimates also assume a continuation of the half- day program.

● Following Assumptions:
○ Series A

■ annual resident births remain near present levels (through 2026) and that housing development, housing turnover and 
resulting in-migration of families with preschool age and school age children are less than anticipated through 2031–32

■ student in-migration (resulting from lesser housing turnover) deflated by approximately 15 percent
○ Series B

■ annual resident births remain near present levels (through 2026) and that housing development, housing turnover and 
resulting in-migration of families with preschool age and school age children occur as anticipated through 2031–32

■ assumed that future trends in housing turnover (including teardowns and replacement homes) would mirror the average of the 
last four years.

○ Series C
■ annual resident births remain near present levels (through 2026) and that housing development, housing turnover and 

resulting in-migration of families with preschool age and school age children are greater than anticipated through 2031–32.
■ 15 percent increase in the amount of future in-migration of families with preschool and school age children to housing units in the 

District
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Enrollment Projections

● Important caveat for individual elementary schools

○ Most D25 had highly fluctuating annual Kindergarten enrollments during the past five years exacerbated by COVID impacts 
the last two years

○ Making accurate estimates of their future year-by-year kindergarten counts quite risky

○ Professional judgement is used in making kindergarten estimates including smoothing of kindergarten enrollments and 
the assumption that COVID impacts would lesson beginning next school year

○ Future Kindergarten enrollments did not include the impact of going to a full-day kindergarten model (*separate study 
being conducted)

● Elementary School = Grade by Grade and year by year through 2026-27 

● Middle Schools = Grade by Grade and year by year through 2031-32

● Whole District = Grade by Grade and year by year through 2031-32

● Focus comments on Series B, which is most likely
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Enrollment Projections

● Another important caveat beyond 2026-27

○ At the middle schools projections for the next five years can be made with more confidence than for 
the five years following 2026-27 since most students who will enter the middle schools through 
2026-27 are already enrolled in the elementary feeder schools.

○ After 2026-27 we are projecting students that have yet to register in D25

○ Projejections after 2026-27 for individual elementary schools would include students not yet to be 
even conceived.  

○ Projections thereafter are provided for the aggregate elementary school enrollment in District 25 to 
2031-32.  Less risky that projecting individual elementary schools.
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Dryden (Series A, B, C)
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Greenbrier (Series A, B, C)
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Ivy Hill (Series A, B, C)
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Olive-Mary Stitt (Series A, B, C)
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Patton (Series A, B, C)
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Westgate (Series A, B, C)
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Windsor (Series A, B, C)
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South Middle School (Series A, B, C)
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Thomas Middle School (Series A, B, C)
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Arlington Heights District 25 (SERIES A)

Page #45



Arlington Heights District 25 (SERIES B)
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Arlington Heights District 25 (SERIES C)
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DISTRICT 25: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Dryden: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Greenbrier: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Ivy Hill: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Olive: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Patton: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Westgate: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Windsor: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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South: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Thomas: Racial / Ethnic Composition
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Early Childhood / Greenbrier

Early Childhood Enrollment*
● 2011 - 12 109 students enrolled
● 2012-13 127 students enrolled
● 2013-14 139 students enrolled
● 2014-15 130 students enrolled
● 2015-16 124 students enrolled
● 2016-17 143 students enrolled
● 2017-18 127 students enrolled
● 2018-19 126 students enrolled
● 2019-20 131 students enrolled
● 2020-21 120 students enrolled
● 2021-22 111 students enrolled

*all enrollment numbers based on fall 6th day student attendance
Early Childhood numbers usually increase 20-40 students throughout the school year as kids “age-in” to Early Childhood

Greenbrier K-5 Enrollment
● 2011 - 12 261 students enrolled
● 2012-13 247 students enrolled
● 2013-14 243 students enrolled
● 2014-15 243 students enrolled
● 2015-16 267 students enrolled
● 2016-17 276 students enrolled
● 2017-18  269 students enrolled
● 2018-19  279 students enrolled
● 2019-20  289 students enrolled
● 2020-21  304 students enrolled
● 2021-22  275 students enrolled
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Enrollment Future of D25

Factors Underlying Projections

● Kindergarten enrollment lags annual community births by approximately 5 years

● Many D25 students are born elsewhere

● Modest downward trend in registered births to residents of the two ZIP codes 
between 2016 and 2020

● Solid housing turnover expected to continue

Professional Judgement by Dr. Kasarda

● Kindergarten enrollment will edge up slightly in the future even if the District 
remains at half-day Kindergarten

○ Growing number of residents over age 65 in AH

○ Lead to increased housing turnover from empty-nesters to younger families 
with preschool age children 

○ Net student migration to D25 remaining on the positive side
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Enrollment Future of D25
OVERALL IMPRESSIONS OVER NEXT 5 YEARS

● Stable = Greenbrier & Patton

● Modest increases = Dryden & Westgate

● Slight decreases = Olive-Mary Stitt & Windsor

● Significant decline  = Ivy Hill (552 in 2021-22 to 402 in 2026-27)

● Decline at South 
○ 848 in 2021-22 
○ 782 in 2024-25 
○ rise again in 2031-32 to 833

● Decline at Thomas
○ 955 in 2021-22
○ 931 in 2022-23
○ Bounce up to 964 in 2023-24
○ decline again 819 in 2027-28
○ three years of modest growth to 849 in 2030-31 Page #60



What Does the Future Hold?

● Overall Projection Analysis Conclusion

○ Modest 233-student decrease over the next 5 years

■ After which slight increments will occur

■ ½ of the total district enrollment decline is projected to be at Ivy Hill

● Two separate projects currently being conducted

○ Study #2

■ estimate the future numbers of kindergarten students should District 25 go to full-day kindergarten in fall 2023 

○ Study #3

■ enrollments by year and by grade in each school (similar to this study)

● Anticipate the future Kindergarten enrollment will most likely mirror our 1st grade enrollment should we move to full-day 
kindergarten

● We will continue to use series B (most likely “expected” enrollment) when projecting enrollment
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Final Thoughts & Questions?

Brian A. Kaye, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent for Personnel & Planning
bkaye@sd25.org
@briankaye

● No demographer has a crystal ball - Thank you, Dr. John Kasarda

● Best information available and applied professional techniques and judgement to 
project enrollments for District 25

● Hope the demographic information contained in this report will be helpful for the 
District 25 Board of Education, administrators, teachers, and concerned citizens as 
plans are made for future space and staff needs in District 25
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