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Academic Proficiency



ELA Proficiency 
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) 
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Math Proficiency 
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) 
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ELA Proficiency 
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
2016-2022
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Math Proficiency 
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
2016-2022
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Projections to Proficiency
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) ELA 
Spring 2022
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A district goal can be to outperform projected proficiency. 



Projections to Proficiency
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) Math 
Spring 2022
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A district goal can be to outperform projected proficiency. 



IAR State Percentile
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Academic Growth



Predictive Models as Personalized 
Benchmarks

How will an individual student 
perform on the test given past 
performance?  
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Past Performance

Personalized 
Projection



A Predictive versus Actual Framework
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Past Performance Performance on Test

Actual Performance

Personalized Projection

Growth/Effect Size



How to Interpret Results
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Statistical Test Aggregate Growth 

Threshold

Growth Inference

Not Significant Any Expected

Significant*

Growth is +0.30 or above Higher than Expected

Growth from -0.29 to + 0.29 Expected

Growth from -0.30 to -0.59 Lower than Expected

Growth is -0.60 or below Unsatisfactory

*“Significant” refers to a p< 0.05 for a two-tailed test
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ELA Growth
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)  
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Math Growth
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)  
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Student Groups
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ELA Growth
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) 
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Math Growth
Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) 



20

Academic Return on Investment



Academic ROI
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Districts often ask:
“How did students in the program grow?”

Academic ROI asks:
“How did students in the program grow 
compared to how they would have grown 
without the program?”

Academic ROI quantifies the impact of an 
investment on student growth above and 
beyond growth that would have happened 
anyway.



Academic ROI-ELA
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Spring 2022 IAR



Academic ROI-Math
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Spring 2022 IAR



Summary 

• District performs in the top 18% for ELA and top 8% for math compared to other 

districts across Illinois. 

• Overall district level growth is consistent with pre-pandemic norms for ELA. 

Overall, growth is significantly higher than expected for math.

• Several student groups have higher than expected growth in math, but continued 

focus is needed to accelerate growth for students with IEPs, specifically in ELA.

• Students in reading interventions are growing at expected rates.  Accelerated 

growth rates are needed to provide evidence of academic ROI. 

• Math growth is higher than expected for both students in advanced math courses 

and those not in advanced math courses. Students in math interventions are 

growing at expected rates but trending higher. 
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Questions?
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www.ecragroup.com


