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Assessment Update

1. 2023 Illinois Science Assessment (ISA)

2. 2023 Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
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ISA
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ISA Proficiency | Spring 2022 & 2023

D25 proficiency rates in science 
continue to outperform the state

The elementary science program 
is in the monitor and review year 
in which implementation goals 
and evidence of student progress 
are reviewed

The middle school science 
program is in a research year in 
which best practices and 
additional resources are 
analyzed 4



ISA D214 Sender Districts’ Overall Proficiency |  2023

D25 continues  to 
outperform all other D214 
sender districts on the ISA
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IAR
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IAR Overall Math and ELA Proficiency | 2022 & 2023

D25 proficiency rates in 
math and ELA continue to 
outperform the state

Overall, ELA proficiency 
increased by over 10 
percentage points 
compared to last year  
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Illinois vs Other State Proficiency Cut Scores

Illinois has the 
highest proficiency 
cut scores in the 
nation
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IAR State Percentile Report

District 25 performs in the top 10% for math and the top 12% for ELA 
compared to districts across Illinois
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IAR 
MATHEMATICS
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How to Interpret Growth
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IAR Math Growth by Grade | 2023

In math, all grades grew as 
expected except 7th grade, 
which experienced higher 
than expected growth

All grade levels continue to 
apply math instructional 
strategies from Building 
Thinking Classrooms in 
Mathematics by Peter 
Liljedahl
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IAR Math Growth by Student Groups | 2023

In math, all student groups grew 
as expected

The Department of Student 
Learning (DSL) has been 
collaborating with the 
Department of Student Services 
and the Director of Equity and 
Multilingual Program
to regularly review data to inform 
resources and instructional 
practices 
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IAR Math Percent Meeting/Exceeding | 2023

Proficiency levels varied 
across grade levels

Elementary teachers began 
implementing the updated 
Math In Focus 2020 
curriculum this fall with 
professional learning about 
instructional practices 
embedded throughout the 
school year
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IAR Math Percent Meeting/Exceeding by Grade

Math performance for 6th 
and 7th graders is trending 
higher than the two years 
prior

This year, DSL created the 
DSL Hub to help teachers 
more easily access and 
utilize instructional 
resources 
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IAR Math Percent Meeting/Exceeding by Cohort

Cohort performance over time 
has been inconsistent in math

Data analysis revealed that 
math reasoning and modeling 
demonstrated the most room 
for growth. Elementary 
teachers are currently receiving 
targeted professional 
development in these areas. 
High-impact teaching strategies 
in these two areas are also part 
of the middle school math 
program review 
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IAR Math D214 Sender Districts | Spring 2022 & 2023

D25 continues to 
outperform the state 
and all but one of the 
other D214 sender 
districts in math
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IAR 
ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE ARTS
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IAR ELA Growth by Grade | 2023

In ELA, all grades grew as 
expected except 7th grade, 
which experienced higher 
than expected growth

DSL is visiting each school 
this fall to strengthen the 
implementation of the core 
curriculum

19



IAR ELA Growth Student Groups | 2023

In ELA, all student groups grew 
as expected except females, 
who experienced higher than 
expected growth

DSL has been integrating data 
review cycles for district and 
building administrators to 
improve data literacy and 
instructional decision-making
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IAR ELA Percent Meeting/Exceeding | 2023

Proficiency levels varied 
across grade levels

As part of the action plan 
phase of the program 
review process, the 
Elementary Literacy 
Committee is engaging in 
professional learning with 
a literacy consultant who 
has expertise in 
curriculum and IL State 
Board of Education policy 
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IAR ELA Percent Meeting/Exceeding by Grade

ELA performance is trending 
higher than last year across 
all grade levels

All elementary staff will 
engage in professional 
learning focused on best 
practices in literacy 
instruction during the 
2024-25 school year
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IAR ELA Percent Meeting/Exceeding by Cohort

Overall, ELA proficiency grew over 
the year prior 

Last spring’s 7th graders’ writing 
subtest proficiency grew from 
approximately 25% in 6th grade to 
approximately 70% in 7th grade

Testing procedures were revisited 
with students last spring to ensure 
they fully participated in the IAR, 
especially the writing portion
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IAR ELA D214 Sender Districts | Spring 2022 & 2023

D25 continues to 
outperform the state 
and all other D214 
sender districts in ELA
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Summary 
• District 25 performs in the top 10% for math and the top 12% for 

ELA compared to districts across Illinois. 

• Overall, District 25 students are growing as expected.

• 7th grade growth in math and ELA is higher than expected.

• Proficiency gaps exist between student groups. However, all student 
groups are growing at similar rates. To close gaps, lower-performing 
groups must grow at higher rates. 

• District 25 administrators continue to analyze student assessment 
data to identify areas for further growth and additional instructional 
support for teachers.
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QUESTIONS?
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