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Assessment Updates | ISBE
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The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) recently updated proficiency benchmarks 
for the ISA and IAR impacting Spring 2025 performance:

● Prior performance levels did not align with national standards, other state 

assessments, or post-secondary success data. 

● Many of the grade-level math and ELA benchmarks were the toughest in the 

nation, which meant that many students achieving well in their classes were still 

not labeled as proficient. 

● The science proficiency benchmark was set too low, which resulted in some 

students being labeled as proficient even when they had not fully mastered the 

material.



Assessment Updates | ISBE
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● The updated proficiency benchmarks now align with College Board, Advanced 
Placement (AP), and National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) standards.

● These updates have raised math and ELA proficiency rates and lowered science 
proficiency rates, making comparisons to prior years invalid.

● The tests, learning standards, and growth calculations have not changed.

● Performance levels are now consistent across the IAR, ISA, and ACT, using the same 
number of levels and descriptors for easier interpretation.



Assessment Updates | NWEA MAP
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● NWEA MAP updates norms every few years to provide a more current snapshot of the 
national academic landscape. 

● Starting Fall 2025, MAP used new set of national norms to interpret student scores. 
While score changes vary by subject, grade level, and achievement level, percentiles 
will likely increase for many of our students.

● In general, the same RIT score will now correspond to a higher percentile rank than it 
did under the 2020 norms. 

For example, if a 5th-grade student earned a 220 RIT score: 
■ Last fall - 76th percentile 
■ This fall - 80th percentile



D25 Program Review Process
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Research
Evaluate whether the current 
curriculum meets HQIM standards 
and determine if focus should be 
on adopting new materials or 
improving instructional practices 
using existing ones through HQPL.

Develop
Plan for implementation of HQIM 
and HQPL, whether through new 
curriculum adoption or improving 
instruction using existing materials.

Refine
Ensure sustained improvement 
through regular reflection and 
adjustments to High-Quality 
Instructional Materials (HQIM) and 
High-Quality Professional 
Learning (HQPL).

Implement
Support teachers in using HQIM 
effectively, with consistent 
instructional practices developed 
through HQPL.



Illinois Science Assessment 
(ISA)
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ISA Percent Meeting/Exceeding |  District and State

Elementary science is in the Research phase of the program review in 
which DSL will analyze standards, student data, and professional 
learning practices before the steering committee begins their work in 
the 2026-27 school year.
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D25 proficiency in science continues to outperform the state with our 
students performing at the 96th percentile compared to other Illinois 
districts.

Improvement 
Focus



ISA Percent Meeting/Exceeding by School

                               The middle 
school science committee is in 
the Develop phase of program 
review in which teachers are 
refining current instructional 
practices, reviewing data, and 
engaging in standards-aligned 
professional learning. 

Districtwide, instructional 
coaches are also engaging in 
coaching cycles focused on 
science.
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Focus



ISA D214 Sender Districts’ Overall Proficiency 

D25 continues  to 
outperform D214 sender 
districts on the ISA.
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Illinois Assessment of 
Readiness (IAR)

Math
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IAR Math Percent Meeting/Exceeding |  District and State

D25 proficiency in math continues to significantly outperform the state, 
landing at the 92nd percentile compared to other Illinois districts. 

Elementary math is in the Refine phase of the program review in which 
DSL reviews assessment data to determine celebrations and areas of 
growth.
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IAR Math Percent Meeting/Exceeding by Grade

Math proficiency across grade levels 
is stronger at the elementary level.

                             The middle school 
math committee is in the second year 
of the Develop phase of program 
review meaning that teachers are 
reflecting on current instructional 
practices, piloting new curricula, and 
engaging in professional learning 
regarding rigor and complexity 
aligned to grade-level standards. 
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Focus



IAR Math D214 Sender Districts 

D25 continues to 
outperform the state 
and all of the other D214 
sender districts in math.
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How to Interpret Growth
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IAR Math Growth by School

In math, all D25 schools 
grew as expected except 
Greenbrier, Olive, and 
Thomas, which 
experienced higher than 
expected growth.

While proficiency rates 
increased this year, overall 
growth is similar to last 
year. 
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IAR Math Growth by Student Groups

In math, all student groups grew as 
expected with our ML (ELL) 
students demonstrating higher than 
expected growth and closing the 
achievement gap.

                              This year, 
Instructional Coaches are providing 
job embedded professional 
learning in math through coaching 
cycles and working alongside 
building leaders to help support 
building needs.
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Improvement 
Focus



Illinois Assessment of 
Readiness (IAR)

English Language Arts
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IAR ELA Percent Meeting/Exceeding |  District and State

D25 proficiency in ELA continues to outperform the state with our students performing at the 
88th percentile compared to other Illinois districts.

This fall, elementary classroom teachers began implementing Into Reading, a robust and 
comprehensive literacy resource, aligned with the Science of Reading and the Illinois 
Comprehensive Literacy Plan. A temporary implementation dip in literacy growth may occur 
this year as teachers adapt to the new Into Reading curriculum and develop proficiency with its 
components and instructional structures.
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IAR ELA Percent Meeting/Exceeding by Grade

All grades, except third, 
experienced ELA proficiency rates 
above 70%. 

                             The middle school 
literacy committee is in the first 
year of the Develop phase of 
program review meaning that 
teachers will be creating guiding 
principles and researching new 
curricula. The entire department 
will engage in professional 
learning.
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Focus



IAR ELA D214 Sender Districts 

D25 continues to 
outperform the state 
and all other D214 
sender districts in ELA.
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IAR ELA Growth by School

In ELA, more than half of our 
schools experienced higher 
than expected growth. Overall 
growth is higher than 
expected, while last year’s 
overall growth was expected. 
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IAR ELA Growth by Student Groups

In ELA, many student groups grew 
higher than expected. Students 
with IEPs and ML (ELL) students 
both demonstrated higher than 
expected growth, suggesting 
effective differentiation and 
interventions.
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NWEA MAP

Math
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MAP Math Growth by School | Spring

In math, all schools grew as 
expected, showing steady 
performance across the 
district. Overall growth is 
similar to last year.
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MAP Math Growth by Student Groups | Spring

In math, all student groups met 
expected growth targets, which 
reflects equitable academic 
progress.
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MAP Math Percent Meeting/Exceeding by Grade

Math results show areas of strength 
and opportunity across grade levels.

                               Middle School 
teachers are engaging in grade-level 
professional learning this year to 
incorporate application-based, 
complex problems to build rigor and 
drive student inquiry.

Districtwide, instructional coaches 
are also engaging in coaching cycles 
focused on math. 27

Improvement 
Focus



NWEA MAP
 

Reading
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MAP Reading Growth by School | Spring

In reading, all schools grew as 
expected. Overall growth is 
similar to last year.

29

                         Instructional 
Coaches received tailored 
professional learning focused 
on supporting teachers via 
co-teaching and planning for 
the implementation year of 
Into Reading

Improvement 
Focus



MAP Reading Growth by Student Groups | Spring

In reading, all student groups grew as 
expected, indicating balanced 
progress districtwide.
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MAP Reading Percent Meeting/Exceeding by Grade

                During the 
January SIP Day, elementary 
teachers, supported by 
Instructional Coaches, will 
engage in professional 
learning and follow-up 
collaboration sessions using 
Into Reading data and 
curricular resources to design 
differentiated instruction.
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Performance Summary 

• District 25’s overall proficiency in science, math, and ELA continue to exceed 
those of the state and neighboring districts.

• Student growth is stable or above expectations.

• Proficiency gaps exist between student groups. However, our ML students 
demonstrated higher than expected growth in math and ELA on the IAR. 
Students with IEPs also demonstrated higher than expected growth in ELA. 
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Improvement Focus Summary 

• Through District 25’s Program Review process, teachers and administrators are 
collaborating to improve the quality of instruction and curriculum by reviewing 
data, exploring new resources, and engaging in professional learning, which directly 
aims to enhance student learning.

• District 25’s instructional coaches are providing job-embedded professional learning 
and serve as resources for curriculum implementation, while also serving as 
strategic partners with school leadership.

• District 25's School Improvement Days support student growth by providing 
targeted professional learning focused on instructional strategies, application of 
curricular resources, and planning for differentiated instruction for our students. 
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Illinois Report Card
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illinoisreportcard.com
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illinoisreportcard.com
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SCHOOL 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Dryden Commendable Commendable Commendable Not calculated Commendable 76.08 Commendable 79.01 Commendable 82.63 Exemplary

Greenbrier Exemplary Exemplary Exemplary Not calculated Exemplary 84.21 Exemplary 90.79 Exemplary 84.54 Exemplary

Ivy Hill Exemplary Exemplary Exemplary Not calculated Exemplary 82.03 Exemplary 94.36 Exemplary 86.89 Exemplary

Olive-Mary Stitt Commendable Exemplary Exemplary Not calculated Commendable 74.93 Commendable 80.11 Commendable 82.73 Exemplary

Patton Exemplary Exemplary Exemplary Not calculated Commendable 86.02 Exemplary 90.97 Exemplary 86.65 Exemplary

South Commendable Commendable Commendable Not calculated Commendable 75.26 Commendable 80.56 Commendable 71.54 Commendable

Thomas Commendable Commendable Commendable Not calculated Commendable 71.86 Commendable 70.79 Commendable 81.44 Commendable

Westgate Exemplary Exemplary Exemplary Not calculated Commendable 79.40 Commendable 88.41 Exemplary 80.56 Commendable

Windsor Commendable Commendable Commendable Not calculated Commendable 84.33 Exemplary 79.61 Commendable 70.71 Commendable



Summative Designation - Ivy Hill Snapshot
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Summative Designation - Ivy Hill Overall Index Score
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Summative Designation - South Snapshot
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Summative Designation - South Overall Index Score
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ELA - Achievement Gap Focus
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D25 Equity Journey Continuum

The steps along the 
continuum represent the 
measurement of equity in 
students’ access to 
opportunities, practices, 
policies, and programming, 
as represented by the 
district-level data.
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Questions?
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